
Keys and Key Signatures 
 
Quick check for key signatures 
Sharp keys 

The last sharp of a key signature in the major is the leading note. In this example, 
the last sharp is a D#, which is the leading note of E major. To work out a key 
signature of a sharp key, find the sharp a semitone below the tonic note on 
‘Father Charles ...’ and the key signature is all the sharps up to that point. 

 

 
Father Charles Goes Down And Ends Battle 
 
Flat keys 

The second-to-last flat of a key signature in the major is the tonic. In this 
example, the penultimate flat is an Eb, which is the tonic of Eb major. To work 
out a key signature of a flat key, find the flat that is the tonic note on ‘Father 
Charles ...’ and the key signature is all the flats up to that point plus one more. 

 

 
Battle Ends And Down Goes Charles’ Father 
 

Minor keys have the same key signature as their relative major - the major key on the third degree 
of the scale (i.e. relative major of A minor is C major). Conversely, the relative minor is the minor key 
on the sixth degree of the scale. 

 

More elaborate method for working out key signatures 
Write out all of the flat, natural and sharp notes in a long line of ascending fifths (Father Charles 
Goes Down And Ends Battle x3): 
 

 
 
To find the key signature of a major key, count back one from the tonic note - the seven notes 
starting with this one are those of the key. This example is D major: 
 

 
 
 
To find the key signature of a minor key, count forward two from the tonic note – the seven notes 
ending with this one are those of the key. This example is E minor: 
 

 
 

 Harmonic minor: raise the seventh note of the scale (in this case D#) on the way up 
and down 

 Melodic minor: raise the sixth and seventh note of the scale (C# and D#) on the way 
up and then lower them back on the way down 

 


